FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Chillicothe Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center invites the public to visit and honor patients during the National Salute to Veteran Patients Week, February 13 through 19, 2011.

This program was established 33 years ago to pay tribute to American Veterans who have served our country around the world.  It began in 1978 when VA assumed sponsorship of a program actually started in 1974 by No Greater Love, Inc., a humanitarian organization.

Each year during the week of Valentine's Day, the VA provides the opportunity to thank America's heroes for preserving our ideals and our freedom.  Members of the community are invited to bring Valentine cheer to Veterans hospitalized at the Chillicothe facility, and learn about the important roles volunteers play at the medical center, perhaps pursuing volunteer opportunities themselves.

The traditional observance during the week of Valentine's Day is appropriate as the sentiments of caring and sharing equal the Salute's purpose of expressing honor and appreciation to Veterans.

Long-time TV actor, Emmy nominee and Veteran, James Reynolds, is National Chairman of the 2011 National Salute to Veteran Patients.  Mr. Reynolds is best known for his long-running performance as police officer Abe Carver on the popular “Day’s of Our Lives”.  He received an Emmy nomination for Best Supporting Actor in a Drama Series for his role as Carver.  He has logged more hours on television than any other African-American actor in the U.S. – averaging over a 100 hours of airtime each year for 22 consecutive years.  Despite his heavy TV schedule, Reynolds is deeply committed to his charitable work such as the Ronald McDonald’s House and touring with the USO.  He has been to Cuba, the Mediterranean, Kuwait and Afghanistan to meet and show support for troops overseas.  He will visit VA medical centers during Salute week and promote the VA volunteer programs throughout the year.
For the thirty-third consecutive year, syndicated advice columnist Ann Landers is asking her readers to send "Valentines to Veterans" during the Salute.  Her request generated over a million cards and letters for hospitalized Veterans last year.  In addition to those valentines, the American Red Cross, Girl Scouts and Campfire Girls/Boys prepare hundreds of valentine boxes each year for our Veterans.

Individuals or groups interested in participating in the Chillicothe VA's National Salute activities or visiting patients should call the Voluntary Service office at 740/773-1141, extension 7420.  Join the Chillicothe VA team in "saluting" these brave men and women who have served our country proudly and courageously around the world.

# # #

RADIO PSA

SUBJ:  National Salute to Veteran Patients
TIME:  10 seconds

START:  Immediately

STOP:  February 16, 2011
Valentine's Day is a great time to say thanks to America's Veterans.  You can thank them in person at the Chillicothe VA Medical Center during the National Salute to Veteran Patients, February 13 through 19.  Call 740/773-1141, extension 7420, to schedule your National Salute visit.

# # #

RADIO PSA

SUBJ:  National Salute to Veteran Patients

TIME:  20 seconds

START:  Immediately

STOP:  February 16, 2011
Honor our home town heroes this Valentine's Day.  Visit a Veteran at the Chillicothe VA Medical Center during the National Salute to Veteran Patients, February 13 through 19.  Thank the men and women who fought for our country.  Call 740/773-1141, extension 7420, to join the National Salute to Veterans.   

# # #

RADIO PSA

SUBJ:  National Salute to Veteran Patients

TIME:  30 seconds

START:  Immediately

STOP:  February 16, 2011
Valentine's Day is on its way -- a time of sharing and caring.  You can show some very special people at the Chillicothe VA Medical Center how much you care by visiting them during the National Salute to Veterans -- February 13 to 19.  Show those who have given so much that they are not forgotten.  Call 740/773-1141, extension 7420, to schedule your visit.  Say thanks to America's heroes.
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